Kappa Delta Pi Convocation 2009 – Orlando, Florida



Attending Convocation for the first time, it has changed my life forever in teaching. “My eyes have seen the light” in ways more than one I guess one could say. This trip will go into my resume as a colossal building block of professional development in my career. I will always be grateful to have attended a university which had the opportunity to attend. 


Through the many workshops that I attended, I felt afterwards that there was much more to teaching which I expected. A workshop which was all about living off of the dollar store and making it work. This workshop taught us how to buy simple everyday items and use our imagination for our students to better comprehend concepts. A girl even showed her life-size calculator which she made from a shower curtain. Creative? I think so.


Another workshop which I attended was based on brain function and how boys and girls have different learning perceptions. The woman which gave this workshop did an amazing job explaining how the brain works with synapses. Along with the brain functioning information, the professor presenting was amazing! She was informative about situations which are not taught in the normal university classroom. 


This conference was not only inspiring me to be a better teacher, but also to look at the big picture in teaching. To teach the basics first (love, determinations, perseverance, talent, etc.) will lead to greater things. The musician Jerry Mills gave me the new outlook on reaching students as individuals and not as students there in the classroom to strictly learn content. They need comfort first. 


I will never forget this experience and I hope it will not be the last. I want SEMO to know that Kappa Delta Pi Convocation is an asset to the future teachers attending every other year. I also want to thank the counselors which escorted us there. They were wonderful and informative to the importance of coming together to discuss classroom/student/teacher relationships. 






Thanks again,







Lauren Loftis

